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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

                                                                                                                                        25 September 2025

First Meeting of the new season was held at The Cape Cod Fish & Game Club in person & Zoom on Sept. 25, 2025

There was a quorum - 7 out of 14 organizations present or via Zoom.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence - Dan Macgilvry former delegate to the State Council from the Trappers Association. 

Minutes -  A motion was Made & Seconded to accept the May minutes as written.

Treasurer's Report –  Due to a recent move by our Treasurer (and he has not dug his briefcase out yet)  he asked for a motion to waive the Treasurer's report for this meeting & it was so moved! 

Bills and Debts: No bills.

Correspondence: There no Handouts except for some Repeal Chapter 135 Lawn-signs to the organizations that had not yet received one to be displayed out in front of there Organizations! 

Distinguished Guests –   No guests for this meeting!
Committees: 

MassWildlife -Jason Zimmer was present via Zoom & gave the following report:

MassWildlife Southeast District Report – September 2025 

·  We were able to fill our vacant Southeast District fisheries biologist position this past summer with Joe Facendola, who is a Massachusetts native that has been a fisheries biologist for the North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries. Joe has hit the ground running, has proven to be an excellent fisheries biologist and gets along with all our staff very well. We are very fortunate to have landed someone with his background and level of experience.  

· This past week, several organizations/individuals posted information relative to a proposed bill regarding a requirement to place 30% of WMAs into reserves. This bill, which has been introduced for a number of years in a row without passing, is not the same as the current recommendation for establishing reserves on State lands as established through the EEA Forests as Climate Solutions Initiative. Regardless, under either situation, hunting, fishing and trapping will all be allowed in any established forest reserves on MassWildlife lands.  

· F&W Board Changes: Since our last meetings, there have been a number of changes in the Fisheries & Wildlife Board, including Bob Durand, John Organ and Steve Sears all resigning. Two new members have been appointed including Malcolm Haith to serve as the NE District Representative and Kyla Hastie to serve as the at large wildlife biologist position. 
·  Fall trout stocking in the southeast district will commence on September 26 and be fully completed by October 3. Over 11,000 12-14”+ rainbow trout will be stocked. 
·  Surplus ADP: Sales for unlimited zones (WMZs 10, 11, 13, 14) and limited WMZ 9 permits will begin at 9am on Tuesday September 23rd. Sales for a limited number of WMZs 1, 3, 7, 8 & 12 permits will begin at 9am on Wednesday September 24th. For the unlimited zones there is no daily or season purchase limit. For limited zones, you are restricted to only purchasing 1 permit per zone per day until they are sold out
                             . o Purchasing online through MassFishHunt is your best chance for securing a limited surplus permit. Make sure you can log into MassFishHunt well before September 23. The MassFishHunt login process has changed as of May 2025; get step-by-step instructions on how to log in and claim your account in the updated system. 

o Make sure you know your email address and password to log in. Make sure you have already purchased your hunting or sporting license beforehand.

 o Have your credit card ready since you will only have 10 minutes to add permits to your cart and complete the checkout process. 

·  Hanover Conservation Hunting Update: Over the past month or so the Hanover Conservation Commission has held a couple meetings looking to modify/update their hunting policy concerning two large parcels of Conservation Land in Town. MassWildlife was alerted to this immediately and have been engaged with the Commission to provide guidance and factual information on hunting and hunting safety. There is another meeting at 6PM on Wednesday September 24th. I will be in attendance at this meeting and on the agenda and there to answer questions that arise and provide information on hunting/safety. All Hanover residents that are hunters are encouraged to attend so that you can provide your input. Topics discussed at prior meetings included limited archery to only long bows, prohibiting tree stands and ground blinds and prohibiting baiting (outside the hunting season). 
·  MassWildlife’s public archery ranges are up and running again this year. The Southeast District one at our Erwin Wilder has been receiving a lot of use. As this was a pilot project that started last year, we are now looking into expanding to hopefully establish 1-3 additional ranges in the District next year to provide more accessibility in different parts of the District. 
·  Hunters Share the Harvest Updates: We have added a number of new processors and distribution points this year, especially in southeastern MA. You can view the list of participating deer processing locations and other information on the program and how to donate here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/masswildlifes-hunters-share-the harvest-program  
· ATBC Grant Update: Progress continued to be made over the summer on our America the Beautiful Challenge Grant projects. Working with our consulting engineering firm, Inter-Fluve, we have obtained nearly all project permits and are expecting to have all permits in hand and be able to go out to bid for the construction by the end of this year. Construction is expected to start in late Winter 2026. 
·  Our other big restoration project, located at our Mill Brook Bogs WMA in Freetown, is underway with construction of Phase 1 of the project expected to be fully complete by the end of September. We are working with our engineering consultant on that project, SLR, to finalize the bidding documents for Phase 2 and hope to be able to go out to bid on that by November. 
 
· Hyannis Ponds Bike Path Update: The construction has been progressing very rapidly with no issues. The entirety of the bike path on the WMA has been paved and they are currently working on looming and seeding the shoulders of the path. The new parking area has been cleared out and is ready to be graded and paved, and the guardrails and gates will be installed as well. The parking area will be a great benefit to hunters looking to access the property as we will now finally have a good, large formal parking area for access.  
· September Bear Season Update: As of the typing of this report (9/15) a total of 133 bears have been reported in the September bear season.  
· Black Bear Regulation Update: The new bear regulations approved by the Fisheries & Wildlife Board earlier this year will officially go into effect for the Fall 2026 bear season. The changes include a new youth bear permit (which can be used on the youth deer day as well), and a new continuous bear season that will begin on Labor Day and run through the end of the shotgun deer season. 
·  New Deer Regulations Update: The new deer regulations approved by the Fisheries & Wildlife Board will go into effect this year (2025 Fall Hunting Season). A summary of those new regulations is provided below: 
               o The Youth Deer Permit can be used during any open deer season. 

o Deer decoys can be used for hunting during the archery-only season.

 o Daily antlerless bag limit has been removed. (Season limits are still in effect.)

 o Planted food plots and standing crops are legal to use for hunting. 

o D-boning requirements have been expanded to all states outside of New England.

 o For license year 2026, there is a new winter primitive firearms deer season for the month of January on Martha’s Vineyard and Elizabeth Island (WMZ 13) and Nantucket (WMZ 14). 

o To participate in this new season, hunters will need their valid 2026 hunting or sporting license, their 2026 primitive firearms stamp and a special winter deer hunt either sex permit. Further, 2026 antlerless deer permits for Zones 13 & 14, in addition to the winter hunt permits, will go on sale on December 1, 2025. The winter deer hunt permit will be valid for the winter hunt only (January), while the 2026 ADP will remain valid and can be utilized during the fall 2026 deer seasons.

 o Antler shed hunting is exempt from possession permit requirements. Under previous laws, a tag was required for possession of any deer parts, including antlers. The new regulation allows anyone to collect and possess naturally shed antlers without needing any permit, tag, or license. 

·  Blue Hills Deer Hunt: The Blue Hills Deer Management Permitted Archery Hunt will take place Monday through Thursdays only from November 3 through November 26, 2025. There will be no hunting on Thursday, November 27, 2025 in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday. The application process, as well as the orientation for hunters will be virtual. Please review all information carefully whereas there may be differences form previous year hunts. See this link for more information and how to apply: https://www.mass.gov/guides/blue-hills-deer-management-program#-2025-hunting program-  
· Huntstock Event: MassWildlife staff from the Southeast District once again participated in this event and had a booth with displays and handouts and biologists on hand to interact with attendees and answer questions. We also hosted a live deer field dressing and butchering workshop in cooperation with Doug Delaney and his crew from the Brookline Cutting Barn out of Mason NH. 
·  Camp Edwards Deer Hunt Archery Date Change: Due to several ranges being utilized on the original proposed archery dates, we have shifted the controlled deer archery hunt on the base to November 6-8, 2025. Find more information on the hunting programs at Camp Edwards here: https://www.mass.gov/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards controlled-hunting-program 
·  Upcoming events/meetings: 
· October 22: Fisheries and Wildlife Board Meeting, Westborough and Online – The October monthly business meeting of the Fisheries and Wildlife Board will be held at 3:00 p.m. at the MassWildlife Field Headquarters, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough. Interested persons can attend the meeting either in person or via a Zoom video webinar. Click here to join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device with Pass-code: 363636. Or join by phone: (929) 205-6099 with Webinar ID: 891 3204 1442 and Pass-code: 363636. 
·  September 23: Fire and Wildlife Habitat: A Natural Process and Management Tool Webinar, Virtual – Join MassWildlife at noon for a Zoom webinar about MassWildlife’s Prescribed Fire Program. Prescribed Fire Program Manager Caren Caljouw will provide an overview of fire's ecological role on the landscape and the history of MassWildlife's prescribed fire program. She will demonstrate why fire is an important habitat management tool in Massachusetts, and showcase examples of how MassWildlife uses prescribed fire to conserve wildlife and improve habitat conditions. Habitat Biologist and Burn Boss Ben Mazzei will describe his recent experience on a wildfire deployment in Alaska with the Mass Inter-Agency wildfire crew and how that work not only helps communities at risk in other parts of the country but contributes to skills and training at home on prescribed fire.  
· September 23: Saltwater Surf-casting Clinic, Mashpee – Join us for a free clinic to learn how to surf cast at South Cape Beach State Park in Mashpee (get directions), from 4–7 p.m. This event is open to members of the public 15 years of age and older. Pre-registration is required; click here to register. This event is being held in cooperation with the MassWildlife's Angler Education Program, the Division of Marine Fisheries, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Town of Mashpee. 
·  September 24: Deer Scouting, Virtual – Join us for a virtual class at 6 p.m. to learn about deer scouting! MassWildlife staff will share tips for finding areas to hunt, demonstrate how to use online maps to identify good deer habitat, and describe what sign to look for while scouting in the field. This class will be taught through Zoom. Registration is required. Click here to register.  
· September 27: Fearing Pond Family Fishing Festival, Plymouth – Join the fun at this family friendly, learn to fish class at Fearing Pond in the Myles Standish State Forest (get directions) from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Learn to set up your rod, tie knots, cast, and identify fish. Bring your own fishing equipment or borrow ours. No preregistration is required; contact Jim Lagacy at jim.lagacy@mass.gov or (508) 389-6309 for more information. This event is being held in cooperation with the Friends of Myles Standish State Forest and the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). 
·  October 2: Fall Turkey Hunting, Virtual – Join members of the NWTF and staff from MassWildlife for a one hour virtual panel discussion focused on fall turkey hunting. Topics will include laws and regulations, fall turkey hunting tactics and strategies, and fall turkey calling. The class will be taught through Zoom from 6–7 p.m. Registration is required. Click here to register.  
· October 8: Waterfowl Hunting 101, Virtual – Join MassWildlife staff and partners to learn all about waterfowl hunting. Topics include basic waterfowl biology and identification, laws and regulations, gear and equipment, and hunting strategies/techniques for beginner waterfowl hunters. The class will be taught through Zoom from 6–8 p.m. Registration is required. Click here to register.
Questions: 

President Veloza: Asked if he had heard anything from the Seashore about stocking quail. Jason indicated he had not heard a word from anyone. Mike also asked for an update on anything at Camp Cachalot. Jason indicated once again he had not heard anything but said he would be checking.   

President Veloza:  Asked if he had received from Tom Jay the marked up map on the woodcock nesting areas that may have been burnt over? He also asked about the stocking of quail at the Old Sandwich Game Farm. Jason indicated that they were considering it & as far as the map he had not seen anything. 

Charlie Lewis:  Charlie asked  if he new what kind of material they were using to loom the new bike path in Hyannis Ponds? Jason didn’t know! 

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor,
Southeast Wildlife District

Mass Marine Fisheries - Ross K. Kessler was not present and did not send a report.

 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard
New Bedford MA 02744
ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Mass. EPO’s– Sgt Daniel McGonagle Did Attend & Gave The Following Report:

Massachusetts Environmental Police (MEP) 24 Hour Dispatch (800) 632-8075

Cape Cod Fish & Game Harwich, MA.

1. Colonel John Monaghan has take over as the permanent Director of the Office of Law Enforcement (MEP) as of July 7, 2025. Full media release: Healey-Driscoll Administration Names New Massachusetts Environmental Police Colonel/Mass.gov
2. One New Officer started in August out of three. Department is continuing the hiring process for additional staff. Prerequisite qualifications for hiring an EPO often remove potential candidates from the process. 

3. Summer had EPO’s supporting DCR parks and pools across the state. Public Safety requirements for DCR pools have had officers from the Cape serving as far away as Springfield.
4. Upcoming Hunter Safety Courses: Basic Hunter Education courses/Mass.gov
A. Dartmouth: October 4th
B. Nantucket: October 19th 

5. Recent instructional class by local officers to MEP, RI and NH F&G for Tree Stand Safety.

6. New winter primitive firearms season begins in January 2026 for Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. 2026 License Required! New deer hunting regulations in effect for 2025 season/Mass.gov
7. Recent violations on Cape Cod Rail Trail for Class 2 & 3 e-bikes. Class 2 & Class 3 bikes can be propelled exclusively by the motor.

A. For reference 302 CMR 12
8. Mandatory Boater Education, Hanson-Milone Act: 

A. If you were born after January 1, 1989, you must complete the course by April 1, 2026, with no penalties assessed until September 1, 2026. If you were born on or before January 1, 1989, you’ll have until April 1, 2028, to complete the course.
B. Massachusetts Environmental Police Raise Awareness Campaign for New Boater Education Law/Mass.gov
C. Boating safety course schedule/Mass.gov
D. Upcoming classes: October 7, 12 & 28 in Truro.

Old Business

1. Francis Crane and Old Sandwich Game Farm dog walker concerns. Regional staff respond to calls when they come in and patrol as available.

Sgt Daniel McGonagle, M61
Daniel.mcgonagle@mass.gov
Massachusetts Environmental Police
South Coastal Bureau
Cell (857)270-1636

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: 

Mass State Council of Sportsmen -Meeting:

 The last meeting of the MSC was scheduled for Sept 7th via Zoom: The Meeting in June was held in- person at the Century Sportsman’s Club in Auburn, MA. 

Committee Reports: 

Legislation -Corrections for Law Enforcement made to Chapter 135 were hidden in the Transportation Bond bill. NRA and GOAL filed suit in Federal Court on the Assault Weapons Ban based on Heller, Macdonald and Bruen decisions as well as Unconstitutionally vague precedent and no due process, GOAL files suit over Kyle Culotta jailing – MA Supreme Court is working on it. July 30th a Writ of Certiorari over the constitutionality of the Commonwealth’s “suitability” standard (“Suitability is codified into state law). Prohibited Assault Style Firearms Roster created - dated July 8, 2025. One of the Ballot Questions that was approved for 2026 is stipends that Beacon Hill politician’s get.

Hunter Ed / Fisheries & Wildlife – Youth Pheasant Hunt for 12-17 yr old under supervision on any Saturday of the 6 Saturdays before October 18. Sue Langlois retired, and Todd Olanyk appointed. 
Ware River Watershed – Sept 18th is the next minuting.
Quabbin Watershed Advisory –No report available. July minutes to be approved.

Marine Fisheries – ASMFC Hearing on Stripers being held on Sept 25 (north shore), Sept 29 (webinar), Sept 30 (South shore). 

Forrest and Parks – Asian Long Beetle has been eradicated from Holden, MA. Tree Planting around the Commonwealth from the Citizen Forrester news. DCR Stewardship Committee Sept 11 at 1pm..

Deer/Bear Damage Report: Chairman Graves would like to speak to the F&W Board about Zone 2 and 4N Deer Harvest.

Old Business-Request to F&W Board to extend Coyote season was Denied, 

New Business – Donations for the 2026 Raffle are being accepted. 

Election for 2025-26 Officers – President: Peter Bernard 

Vice President: Duane Prey 

Secretary:  Laurie Prey  

                                                    Treasurer:  John Kellstrand 

Next MSC Meeting will be October 5th via Zoom Once again, anyone wishing to join may contact President Veloza and he will send you the link

Meeting Adjourned at 10:59AM

DFW Board Meeting: In Westborough Headquarters, Sept 17th  in person & Zoom 10:00AM, Commissioner O’Shea announced the resignation of the Board Chairman Steve Sears. He also introduced the newest member of the Board Kyla Hastie to replace the recently resigned member John Organ. There are many in the Sporting Community that are getting nervous with the 3 Board Members Resignations. Among many other interesting reports & comments, a vote to approve the October 22nd meeting at Westborough & via Zoom webinar was taken.

The next meeting of the DFW Board will be in Westborough Headquarters in person and via Zoom on October 22nd. (Once again, anyone wishing to listen in may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!) 

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting Sept. 17th via Zoom:

Finances: Treasures Report Approved as Read.
Shows: A decision was made to set up a Fund Raising Raffle & Information Booth at The Marlboro Gun Show on September 20 & 21st. 

Legislation: Discussed Chapter 135 with Goal Rep & Civil Rights Coalition members about the Bumper Sticker Campaign, the Lawn Sign Campaign and the next steps forward, keeping everyone engaged and recruiting votes for 2026 Repel Ballot Question! You can order Bumper Stickers or Lawn Signs on the MCA Web Site and depending on the quantity they will either be shipped directly to you or to the nearest FFL in your area that has signed up to be a drop off point. 

2026 Fundraising Raffle: We are starting to put this raffle together and are looking for Donations from the County Leagues & Member Organizations!  

Lobbying Fund: Still accepting donations for any future expenses, so please continue to spread the word. Individual sportsperson can go to the following link and donate by credit card whatever they can, no matter how small or big, as it is all needed.

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer, they can send a check:

Make the check out to the Worcester County League, and in the notes, indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund.

Mail it to: Worcester County League

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA 01583  

MCA Website: https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go there, you will see a calendar that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, the funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list: If you go to the website, you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulations and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep information).

The next meeting of the MCA is on Oct 1st  8PM by Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee: 

 Still Need Fundraising Ideas to continue to Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $6400 in the fund and spending $1100 for a camper, this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee members working on this; contact them with any of your ideas!! The committee did have a meeting and is looking at a possible fundraising raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More details will follow soon; hopefully, they can get it together.

Camper for the 2025 Season: We are now closed to taking applications for the 2025 Season, but I am happy to report we did receive an applicant from the Canal Sportsmen’s Club. Steve has contacted the camp and worked out the particulars with the individual and their parents. We hope to hear back from our camper to see how they made out at the camp this year. WE ARE NOW OPEN FOR APPLICANTS FOR THE 2026 SEASON!! 

Old Business:

 Rabies Program: Charlie Lewis reported that all the rabies baiting for the Canal North have been completed & still no positive rabies cases!!  

Clothing: Charlie will be ordering additional clothing items for this season.

CCNS Pheasant Program: Haven’t heard anything. I am waiting for the dust to settle over the new administration in D.C. before I approach them with anything. Hopefully, the New Dept. Of Interior will be much more cooperative with the sportsmen/women of the U.S 

Chapter 135 Update: John Mawhinney gave us a quick update on the lawsuit to free Kyle Culotta & indicated that it was now in the hands of the MA Supreme Court. He also spoke briefly about some of the up-coming fund raising campaigns for GOAL & the Civil Rights Coalition..

Bumper Stickers: Mike indicated we had the two bumper stickers that have been chosen: “CRIMINALS DON’T REGISTER GUNS” & “RESTRICT CRIMINALS NOT US” They each have “Repeal M.G.L 135” on them. The MCA has launched the campaign to get these out and has packs of 50ea at $50 per packet just to cover the cost of printing. We Need To Get Them Out To Our Members And  The Public!!

New Business:

Lawn Sign Campaign: This is the newest campaign launched by the MCA, we have enough signs for each Member Organization & we are asking them to put them out by there entrances or wherever they will be most visible to the Public. 

MSC & MCA 2026 Raffles: A motion was made, second & passed to donate a $250 Gift Card to Bass Pro / Cabela’s to each of these 2026 Fundraising Raffles. 

 For The Good of the Order: We Need To Get the Lawn Signs Up & The Bumper Stickers Out!! 

Monument Beach Sportsmen’s Club Oct 5 & 12, 3-D Tri-County Archery Shoot, Falmouth Rod & Gun Club Oct. 11th Youth Pheasant Hunt, Monument Beach Sportsmen’s Club Oct. 26, Woman on Target.

Next Meeting: Next Meeting (unless we have an emergency) will be on Oct. 23rd at The Midway Trap & Skeet Club (284 Old Meetinghouse Rd. E. Falmouth MA 02536)  

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL

With our Treasurer moving we have a new Mailing Address:

Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs

23 W. Woods 

Yarmouth Port MA. 02675 




