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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

27 March 2025

Our meeting was held at The Shawme Fish & Game Club in person & Zoom on March 27, 2025

There was a quorum - 12 out of 15 organizations present & Zoom.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence - 
Minutes -  A motion was Made & Seconded to accept the February minutes as written.

Treasurer's Report –  A Motion was Made & Seconded to accept the Treasurer’s Report as read by the Treasurer.

Bills and Debts: No bills.

Correspondence: Handouts were the normal Membership Booklet updates, and Massachusetts Conservation Alliance Bumper Sticker Surveys for everyone to complete.

Distinguished Guests –   No guests for this meeting!
Committees: 

MassWildlife -Jason Zimmer was not present but did send some quick notes to be read:

· Trout stocking going well
 
· Ongoing work on tern islands to get ready for nesting season
 
· Red Brook and Mill Brook restoration projects moving along well. Mill Brook to go to construction in April
 
· Mowing fields at Crane
 
· Lots of Winter gamebird hunts at Crane and Wilder
 

Since our meeting, I did have a chance to talk to Jason, he is back to work and feeling much better! 

Questions: 

1. Has he heard anything from the seashore about the stocking of quail? Jason replied he has not heard a thing. 

2. Any update from DCR on Camp Cachelot & a Home for the Conservation Camp? Jason replied that the last few meetings he has attended they spoke about the buildings they were tearing down & a few of the larger ones they would be keeping. But nothing about the Mass Jr. Conservation Camp!

3. Updates on the Bird Flu? Jason replied as he suspected. As soon as the weather changed, the bird flu would calm down, and they had not received any calls recently.

4. I asked him about the status of the Dog Walker problem at Crain & Sandwich. He indicated that he has not been getting any complaints, and if the problem is back, we need to keep up the complaints to the Division & the EPO’s Radio Room we need to keep the pressure up.  

5. My final question was about the confirmed dates for the Controlled Hunt on JBCC. Jason indicated that he has updated the Division WEB Page, which I have listed below:    

Each year, sections of Camp Edwards on Joint Base Cape Cod are open to deer hunting in the fall and turkey hunting in the spring. About 11,000 acres of this active military training area are open to hunting. However, access is strictly controlled. You must pre-register to participate in the hunt. You will only hear back if you are denied access for the hunt. You'll need to check in daily to show your credentials and receive a daily permit when hunting on the base.

2025 controlled hunt dates:
· Youth Turkey Hunt: Saturday, April 26
· Spring Turkey Hunt: Monday, May 5 – Saturday, May 10
· Youth Deer Scouting: Friday, Sept. 26 (Scouting hours 8 a.m. – 12 p.m., check in/out at Range Control)
· Youth Deer Hunt: Saturday, Sept. 27
· Paraplegic Deer Hunt: Thursday, Oct. 30 – Saturday, Nov. 1
· Archery Deer Scouting: Wednesday, Nov. 5 – Thursday, Nov. 6 (Scouting hours 8 a.m. – 12 p.m., check in/out at Range Control)
· Archery Deer Hunt: Thursday, Nov. 13 – Saturday, Nov. 15
· Military/First Responders Deer Hunt: Friday, Dec. 5
This hunt is open to active duty/retired military personnel and active duty/retired first responders: police, fire, and EMS personnel. NOTE: All hunters must possess a valid/current/not expired ID card to show proof of eligibility.
· Shotgun Deer Hunt: Monday, Dec. 8 – Saturday, Dec. 13
· Muzzleloader Deer Hunt: Thursday, Dec. 18 – Friday, Dec. 19
Hunters will be issued one-time use daily paper passes for each day that they participate in the hunt and must return to the check-in building to check out at the end of the hunting day (you cannot turn in someone else's pass, you must do it in person)..

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor,
Southeast Wildlife District

Mass Marine Fisheries - Ross K. Kessler was not present 
 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard
New Bedford MA 02744
ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Mass. EPO’s– Sgt Daniel McGonagle Did Attend & Gave The Following Rport:

Massachusetts Environmental Police (MEP) 24 Hour Dispatch (800) 632-8075 

1. Secretary of Energy & Environmemtal Affairs continues to search for a new Colonel/Director. The job was posted in early December. The current Colonel/Director Chris Mason, will continue until June/July unless the position is filled earlier.

2. MEP is in the process of hiring three new officers. Before a new officer can be hired, they have an in-person interview to review job qualifications, medical and psychological screening, physical ability test, and a final interview. Once hired, they are required to complete a 6-month Municipal Police Training Committee Academy. This is the same training required by all cities and towns in the Commonwealth. Officers then begin a 17 week in-house training program teaching them the specific responsibilities and skills of a conservation law enforcement officer, and 12 weeks with a field training officer. From the first interview until an officer is free on their own, it takes approximately two years, and most EPOs agree that it takes about 5 years to truly know their patrol district.

3.  Cape Cod Bay (CCB) is closed from November 1st until May 15th to recreational lobster gear. CCB is closed February 1st until May 15th to commercial Lobster/Conch. Multiple violations have been discovered.

A. Officers have already dedicated numerous hours, since the closure, to boat patrols targeting the protected resources that are the North Atlantic Right Whale (NARW). During these patrols, officers mark and assist DMF in hauling and identifying gear located in violation.

B. Officers have documented multiple NARW sightings in CCB and surrounding waters, including coastal waters of Sandwich, Plymouth, Wellfleet and Provincetown. 

C. Speed restrictions for Cape Cod Bay are currently in effect. 

I. For reference: 322 CMR 12.05(2) “During the period of March 1st through April 30th, all vessels measuring less than 65’ overall length and operating within the Cape Cod Bay Restricted Speed Area…. "Shall travel at a speed of 10 knots or less." Vessels over 65’ subject to similar federal laws.

4. Lobster violations in Provincetown resulted in a seizure of over 1000lbs of lobsters. When the lobster trap fishery is closed, Boston, New Bedford and Provincetown see an increase in draggers catching lobsters and specific fishery-related complaints. For reference 322CMR6.26. 

5. Multiple calls during the past month from new boat owners with issues regarding the registration of their vessels.

6. Officers throughout the Cape have had multiple complaints about illegal OHV activity. Active patrols of high-activity areas to combat violations.

A. Stolen Dirt Bike recovered in Bourne over the past weekend, investigation ongoing. Additional citations for unregistered OHV, Trespassing, and Violations in some cases to Parents for allowing such activity. 

+

7. Mandatory Boater Eeducation, Hanson-Milone Act:

A. If you were born after January 1, 1989, you must complete the course by April 1, 2026, with no penalties assessed until September 1, 2026. If you were born on or before January 1, 2028, you’ll have until April 1, 2028, to complete a course.
B. Massachusetts Environmental Police Raise Awareness Campaign for New Boater Education Law | Mass.gov
C. Boating safety course schedule | Mass.gov
D. Upcoming classes posted in April: Mashpee, Marion, Fairhaven, and Lakeville.
E. Class to be posted (MEP doesn't post classes until they’re about 30 days out): Dennis, Plymouth, Fall River, and New Bedford.
F. Recent Boat Safety course completed for Cape Tech Marine Services students, and upcoming class for Upper Cape Tech Marine Technology students.
Fish & Wildlife

1. Trout stocking has begun, causing an increase in freshwater fishing activity. Trout stocking report | Mass.gov
2. Recreational tautog season opens April 1st. Recreational saltwater fishing regulations | Mass.gov
3. Spring turkey April 28th - May 24th. Wild turkey hunting reulations | Mass.gov 
A. JBCC Controlled Hunt must be registered by April 10th. Participate in Camp Edwards' controlled hunting program | Mass.gov
B. Cape Cod National Seashore turkey hunt April 28th - May 17th (Only 3 Weeks) Permit applications due by March 31st. 2025 Spring Turkey Hunt Dates Announced at Cape Cod National Seashore-Cape Cod National Seashore (U.S. National Park Service) 
Questions: Mike asked if we had an organization that would like to sponsor a Boating Safety Course, how could we? Officer McGonagle indicated that if we had a venue that would like to sponsor a course in the Barnstable area, if we contacted him, he would make it happen if possible.

Jim from The N.E. Setter Club indicated that the dog walkers off-leash were getting out of hand once again at Crain WMA and the Old Sandwich Hatchery WMA. Ever since the magistrate dismissed the one citation that was issued, no additional citations have been issued. It's like a free for all again. Bob from the West Barnstable Deer Club agreed with Jim, he trains dogs for field trials, and said the difference between Wilder WMA and Crain WMA is like night & day. Officer McGonagle indicated he would check into it and see if he could get some increased enforcement.

Sgt Daniel McGonagle, M61
Daniel.mcgonagle@mass.gov
Massachusetts Environmental Police
South Coastal Bureau
Cell (857)270-1636

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: 

Mass State Council of Sportsmen -Meeting:

 The last meeting of the MSC was scheduled for March 2nd via Zoom: Unfortunately, due to some personal commitments, I was late logging in. I did receive the Minuets & I will try to summarize.

2025 Annual Supper Raffle:  This year's tickets are 1 for $5 & a book of 5 for $15, it will end on June 1, 2025! 

The show's sales of tickets are good, but we cannot just rely on the show's sales; we need to SELL, SELL! If you need more raffle tickets to sell, see Stanley for the MSC (Green Tickets).

Hunter Education: Currently, there are Six in-person courses and Eleven blended courses for Basic Hunter Education.  There will be a Primitive Firearms Course April 4th at the Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club.

DFW Board Meeting: In Westborough Headquarters, March 26th in Person & Zoom 10:00AM, I was unable to attend. All the proposed changes to the Deer Hunting Regulations were approved:

· Chronic Wasting Disease Prevention in Massachusetts

· Expanding Deboning Requirements

· Sunset Captive Deer Facilities

· Authorize Deer Decoy Use During Archery Deer Hunting Season

· Clarify that Food Plots are Legal

· Authorize Youth Deer Hunting Permits for the Entire Season

· Establish a January Primitive Arm (Including Archery) Deer Hunting Season in WMZs 13 and 14

The next meeting of the DFW Board will be in Westborough Headquaters in person and via Zoom on April 16th (Once again, anyone wishing to listen in may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!) 

New Business: Add an additional prize to the 2025 Super Raffle, VIP Ticket to Huntstock in August (value $150). 

The next meeting of the MSC is on April 6th 9AM By Zoom: I will not be able to attend. Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting Adjourned at 12:00PM

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting March 19th via Zoom:

Finances: Treasures Report Approved as Read.
Show Volunteers Needed: Looking for Volunteers to staff the MCA Booth & Sell Raffle Tickets: The Marlboro Gun Show on March 29 & 30 (This will be the Last Gun Show for the Season)

Legislation: Discussed Chapter 135 with Goal Rep. & Civil Rights Coalition Members about the next steps forward and keeping everyone engaged and recruiting votes for 2026 Repel Ballot Question! 

Lobbying Fund: Still accepting donations for any future expenses, so please continue to spread the word. Individual sportspersons can go to the following link and donate by credit card whatever they can, no matter how small or big, as it is all needed.

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer, they can send a check:

Make the check out to the Worcester County League, and in the notes, indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund.

Mail it to: Worcester County League

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA 01583  

MCA Website: https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go there, you will see a calendar that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list: If you go to the website, you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulations and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep Information).

The next meeting of the MCA is on April 2nd 8PM by Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting Adjourned at 9:30PM

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee: 

 Still Need Fundraising Ideas to continue to Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $7000 in the fund and spending $1100 for a camper, this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee members to work on this; contact them with any of your ideas!! The committee did have a meeting and is looking at a possible Fundraising Raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More details will follow soon, hopefully, they can get it together.

We are open for Camper Candidates for 2025!! 

Old Business:

 Rabies Program: Charlie Lewis reported that Rabies Baiting will start in May by helicopter, north of Route 6A out to Sandwich.

Clothing: Charlie will be ordering additional clothing items for this season.

CCNS Pheasant Program: Haven’t heard anything. I am waiting for the dust to settle over the new administration in D.C. before I approach them with anything. Hopefully, the New Dept. Of Interior will be much more cooperative with the sportsmen/women of the U.S. 

Chapter 135 Update: John Mawhinney gave us a quick update on the lawsuit that has been filed by the NRA & GOAL concerning the age discrimination of individuals under 21 and not being able to own a semi-automatic firearm. He also spoke briefly about some of the up-coming fund raising campaigns for GOAL & the Civil Rights Coalition, like the April 19th celebration of the Shot Heard Around the World 250yrs ago and how we are still fighting the Government on our 2nd Amendment Rights. Also, a brief description of the April 19th GOAL “Battle Continues Dinner Event” that evening.

April 19th Battle Continues Dinner Event: I believe the table we purchased for the Dinner has filled up, contact Charle Lerwis (508) 648-4514 or John Mawhinney (508) 209-4433 for any further information. There are individual seats available. 

New Business:

Bumper Sticker Survey: Mike had issued everyone a survey form with 10 samples of wording to be put on a bumper sticker and asked everyone to pick 3 and rank them in order of 1,2, or 3. These bumper stickers are being looked at by our Mass Conservation Alliance as a way to keep the clubs involved and to start the 2026 Repeal M.G.L. 135 Campaighan.

For The Good of the Order: April 4th, Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club, Mass Pimitive Firearm Safety Coarse (Pre-Registration Required) , Aptril 5 & 6 Setter Club of New England Field-Trail Crain WMA Parking Lot #1 7AM, April 6th  Brewster Sportsman & Civic Club Annual Game Dinner $40ea Tickets on there Web Site, April 6th & 13th Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club Tri-County 3D Archery Shoots 7am to 12 Noon, April 13th (Rain Date April 19th) Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club Ham Trap Shoot & Pancake Breakfast, April 19th Falmouth Rod & Gun Club, Massachusetts Youth Turkey Training Class (Pre-Registration Required) , April 19th GOAL “Battle Continues Dinner Event” contact Charlie Lewis (508) 648-4514 or Email: topdog9917@comcast.net  

Next Meeting: Next Meeting (unless we have an emergency) will be on April 24th at The Brewster Sportsman & Civic Club, (28 Tubman Rd, Brewster, MA. 02631)  

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 



