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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

                                                                                                                                        20 November 2025

Our Meeting was held at The Cape Cod Beagle Club in person & Zoom on Nov. 20, 2025

There was a quorum - 9 out of 14 organizations present or via Zoom.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence - 

Minutes -  A motion was Made & Seconded to accept the Oct. minutes as written.

Treasurer's Report –  A motion was made, second & approved to accept the Treasurer's report as read.

Bills and Debts: No bills.

Correspondence: The Handouts were membership updates for the Membership Information Booklets.

 Distinguished Guests –   No guests for this meeting!
Committees: 

MassWildlife -Jason Zimmer was present via Zoom & gave the following report:

MassWildlife Southeast District Report – November 2025 

· The new 2026 Guide to Hunting, Fishing & Trapping regulation books are out, and we are in the process of delivering them to all of our license vendors. 2026 licenses are set to go on sale both online and at MassWildlife offices and license vendor locations on December 1st. As a reminder, that will also include the 2026 January/Winter Deer Hunt permits for Martha’s Vineyard (WMZ13) and Nantucket (WMZ14), as well as antlerless deer permits in those zones.  

· Board member changes: Emma Ellsworth voted as a new chair (was acting), Ernie Foster was voted in as new vice chair and Malcolm Haith was voted in as new secretary.  

· The Camp Edwards archery hunt went well. A total of 2 deer (both bucks) were harvested, and a total of 123 hunter days of recreation were provided.  

· The Hunters Share the Harvest Program continues to have another big year of growth this season, with us now having 18 participating deer processors and over 25 distributors (Food4Vets, food pantries, etc.) statewide. To date this season, we have already distributed over 5,000 pounds of venison and we are almost certain to surpass last year’s season total of 7,000 pounds before we even get into our shotgun season! To learn more about the program and how you can support it, either through financial donations or by donating all or part of a deer, see this link: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/masswildlifes-hunters-share-the-harvest program 

·  Pheasant and quail stocking season has been going very smoothly. We have received a lot of compliments on the program and the quality of birds. 

·  Some of you may remember when we used to stock young northern pike into Wequaquet Lake in Barnstable. We are in the process of evaluating our limited pike stocking program, and we are hopeful that we will once again start stocking young pike into the lake beginning in 2026 with an eye towards restoring that fishery several years down the line when the fish grow. 

·  Our stewardship biologist has been busy completing annual conservation easement monitoring on all of our Cr's as well as WSFR (Wildlife & Sport Fish Restoration) monitoring on our lands that utilized that funding source as part of the acquisition. This effort helps ensure our lands are being utilized for their intended purpose and also helps to identify issues that exist on the landscape that need to be addressed by the agency, such as encroachments or other illegal activities. 

·  Southeast District staff are currently preparing for the upcoming shotgun deer season, where we will be manning biological deer check stations for the first week of the season. As a reminder, all deer harvested during the first week of the shotgun season are required to be taken in person to a physical check station so that MassWildlife staff can collect important data from the deer that is utilized in our management of the population. Further, this also gives agency biologists, as well as some cooperating outside researchers, to collect data/samples from the deer that help us monitor herd health, diseases, parasites, etc. At any given check station, hunters should expect to have to wait 5-10 minutes while this important data is collected and we sincerely appreciate your patience. Our staff will work as quickly as they can, but please understand that some of the data collection does take time. 

·  Looking for a last-minute hunter education course? You can view the list of upcoming courses here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/basic-hunter-education-courses. Oftentimes, the blended format, where you complete a bunch of coursework online at your convenience and then sign up for and attend a 1-day field day and take the exam, is a great option for someone looking to get out hunting this year. You can also visit the online hunter ed website and look at the fully online courses available through a number of states for a fee. I only would recommend fully online courses for new adult hunters or younger hunters that have a lot of experience and a good adult mentor. If you choose this option, be sure to check the requirements for each state to make sure it is fully online and you would not be required to attend a field day. I know that the following states offer fully online courses without a field day requirement at any age: California & North Carolina. A number of other states have no field day requirement over a certain age (varies). The online hunter ed website is here: https://www.hunter-ed.com/  

· Know someone interested in getting into hunting. In addition to starting by taking a hunter education course, please direct them to our Learn to Hunt resources here: https://www.mass.gov/learn-to-hunt. This page includes links to classes, online reading materiel, and online video resources for a whole host of hunting related topics and activities. 

Upcoming events/meetings: 

 The December monthly business meeting of the Fisheries and Wildlife Board will be held on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. at the MassWildlife Field Headquarters, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, Massachusetts, and in a Zoom webinar. You can view the Zoom link for the meeting and other information, including the agenda when it is posted, on our website here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-board-meetings
Questions: 

President Veloza: Asked if he had heard anything from the Seashore about stocking quail? Jason indicated he had not heard a word from anyone. 

Mike asked for an update on anything at Camp Cachalot? Jason indicated once again he had not heard anything but said he would be checking.   

Mike asked about the stocking of quail at the Old Sandwich Game Farm? Jason indicated that they were considering it but most likely not this year.

 Mike also asked if he had received the markup  map on the woodcock nesting areas at the Old Sandwich Game Farm from Jim Hathaway? Jason indicated he had not seen anything as of yet. 

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor,
Southeast Wildlife District

Mass Marine Fisheries - Ross K. Kessler was not present. 
 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard

New Bedford MA 02744

ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Mass. EPO’s– Sgt Daniel McGonagle Did Attend & Gave The Following Report:

Massachusetts Environmental Police (MEP) 24 Hour Dispatch (800) 632-8075

Cape Cod Beagle Club Falmouth, MA 

Department Information:

1. Department continues the current hiring process to fill multiple vacancies with approval for seven employees. 
2. New winter primitive firearms season begins in January 2026 for Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. 2026 License Required! New deer hunting regulations in effect for 2025 season/Mass 
3. MEP Civilian Hiring Opportunties

A. Job Description- Boat and Recreational Vehicle Safety Intern-Unpaid Internship (250007SK)
B. Job Description- Massachusetts Enviromental Police - Social Media Intern-Unpaid Internship (250007SQ)
Education & Training

1. Upcoming Hunter Safety Courses: Basic Hubter Education course | Mass.gov
A. Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club: January 17th 

2. Mandatory Boater Education, Hanson-Milone Act: 

A. If you were born after January 1, 1989, you must complete the course by April 1, 2026, with no penalties assessed until September 1, 2026. If you were born on or before January 1, 1989, you’ll have until April 1, 2028, to complete the course.
B. Massachusetts Environmental Police Raise Awareness Campaign for New Boater Education Law | Mass.gov
C. Boating safety course schedule | Mass.gov

4. OHV Safety Coarse’s are required for operators under 18
A. OHV safety course schedule | Mass.gov
Abbreviated Enforcement Notes:

1. Side Scan assist Boston

2. Freshwater Fish & Hunting Inspections

A. Citations for Archery Stamps

3. OHV Complaints & Violations 
4. Shark Fishing Complaints Outer Cape

5. Multiple Safety Violations with Fall Boaters 

Old Business:

1.  Does an expired USCG License count as a boater safety certificate? No, while there is an exemption in the new law for a “Valid Merchant Mariner Credential,” an expired one would not sufficient.

A. For Reference General Law-Part 1, Title XIV, Chapter 90B, Secion 9E
2. What are the rules for e-bikes n a WMA? 321CMR3.01(h) & 321CMR7.04(c) prohibits the operation of any motor vehicle or recreational vehicle in a Wildlife Management Area unless operated in approved vehicle area. 
A. For Reference 321CMR 7.00: Wildlife Sanctuares | Mass,gov
B. An e-bike will only power up to 20mph. If power engages at over 20mph this is not an e-bike. In some states this would be classified as a class 3 e-bike, in Massachusetts this would e a moped or a motorized scooter depending on max speed. 
Sgt Daniel McGonagle, M61
Daniel.mcgonagle@mass.gov
Massachusetts Environmental Police
South Coastal Bureau
Cell (857)270-1636

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: 

Mass State Council of Sportsmen -Meeting:

 The last meeting of the MSC was scheduled for Nov. 2nd via Zoom: Unfortunately due to connection problems with the President & a few of the other members the Zoom was not easy.

Committee Reports: 

Legislation -  The Gun Hearings that where held on Oct. 31, had a decent turnout of Repeal 135 supporters.   Bills are the same as last session. Chapter 135 act of 2024 efforts to educate non sporting people continue. There will be a ballot question for eliminating stipends the legislators get in addition to their regular pay. 

Hunter Ed / Fisheries & Wildlife –  Need to get more Hunter Ed Instructors. Put out to the Clubs there are several classes being offered (Compass Class, Archery Class, Hunter Ed Class, Waterfowl ID Class, etc.) Courses are gearing up for next year. Peter is reaching out to Seekonk to have a Hunter Ed Class there and is looking to hold other classes in Bristol County. It was found that 2 out of 3 people that take a Hunter Ed Course will buy a Hunting License. 

Ware River Watershed – November 20th is the next meeting at the Rutland Library at 7PM, Peter will reach out to the Advisory Committee to have Mike Moss removed as alternate delegate and appoint Duane Pray. Laure will see about geeting the Advisory Committee Minuets posted on the MSC website.

Quabbin Watershed Advisory –No report available. 

Marine Fisheries – Stanley was not present but Mike V. reported that it looks like Status Quo for Commercial & Recreational Fishing this year but changes are coming. They will be limiting Commercial Permits/Licence for next year, if you have a Permit/Licence you are all set for next year but no new Permits/Licenses will be issued. 

Forrest and Parks – DCR wants to remove some white pines from the Vineyard and Diversify the Forest with Wholesale Cutting & Chipping. 

Deer/Bear Damage Report: No Report at this time!

Old Business-Nothing at this time!

New Business – Donations for the 2026 Raffle are being accepted, Barnstable County League Donated a $250 Gift Card to Bass Pro/Cabela’s. We will need at least 10 Prizes must Finalize at December Meeting to get Tickets Printed at the end of December. What can MSC do to raise funds to help repeal Chapter 135? A discussion was started! A Motion was passed to ask the F&W Board to extend the Youth Turkey Hunt to include the Friday. 

Shows for 2026 –  NE Fishing Expo, Marlboro MA. -- 1/30, 1/31 & 2/1

Big E, West Spingfield- 2/20, 2/21 & 2/22  

Standish Sportsman & Gun Show, E. Bridgewater MA- 3/21 & 3/22 

Next MSC Meeting will be December 7th via Zoom Once again, anyone wishing to join may contact President Veloza and he will send you the link

Meeting Adjourned at 10:47AM

DFW Board Meeting- Nov. 12th  was the last meeting at 10AM via Zoom. The Vice Chair Ms. Ellsworth explained the on-going search Nation-Wide for a New Fish & Wildlife Director also there was a State Hiring Freeze in affect so that was something they would need to work around. They held the Annual Board Elections: DFW Board Chairperson is Ms.Emma Ellsworth, Vice Chairperson Mr. Ernie Foster, Board Secretary Mr. Malcolm Haith. Presentations where then given by each Board Member, the next meeting will be Dec. 10th at 2pm. Unfortunately due to other commitments I will not be able to Zoom in (Once again if anyone else would like to Zoom in just let me know and I will forward you the Zoom link). 

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting Nov 12th via Zoom: Unfortunately due to other commitments I was not able to attend (Once again if anyone else would like to Zoom in just let me know and I will forward you the Zoom link). 

Fall Funtime Raffle: This 3 Gun Raffle (Which I need all Tickets & Money for Tonight) will be drawn om Nov. 26th . 

2026 Fundraising Raffle: We are starting to put this raffle together and are looking for Donations from the County Leagues & Member Organizations!Barnstable County has donated a $250 Gift Card to Bass Pro/Cabela’s.    

Lobbying Fund: Still accepting donations for any future expenses, so please continue to spread the word. Individual sportsperson can go to the following link and donate by credit card whatever they can, no matter how small or big, as it is all needed.

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer, they can send a check:

Make the check out to the Worcester County League, and in the notes, indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund.

Mail it to: Worcester County League

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA 01583  

MCA Website: https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go there, you will see a calendar that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, the funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list: If you go to the website, you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulations and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep information).

The next meeting of the MCA is on Nov 26th  8PM by Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee: 

 Still Need Fundraising Ideas to continue to Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $6400 in the fund and spending $1100 for a camper, this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee members working on this; contact them with any of your ideas!! The committee did have a meeting and is looking at a possible fundraising raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More details will follow soon; hopefully, they can get it together.

Camper for the 2026 Season: . WE ARE NOW OPEN FOR APPLICANTS FOR THE 2026 SEASON!! 

Old Business:

 Rabies Program: Charlie Lewis reported that all the rabies baiting for the Canal North have been completed & still no positive rabies cases!!  

Clothing: Charlie will be ordering additional clothing items for this season.

CCNS Pheasant Program: Haven’t heard anything. I am waiting for the dust to settle over the new administration in D.C. before I approach them with anything. Hopefully, the New Dept. Of Interior will be much more cooperative with the sportsmen/women of the U.S 

Chapter 135 Update: John Mawhinney gave us a quick update on the lawsuit to free Kyle Culotta, he is finally out of Jail on a $10K Bail & has a Court Date in December, he also mentioned that the prosecution was looking at dropping some of the Charges!! He also spoke briefly about some of the up-coming fund raising campaigns for GOAL & the Civil Rights Coalition..

Bumper Stickers: The MCA has launched the campaign to get these out and has packs of 50ea at $50 per packet just to cover the cost of printing. We Need To Get Them Out To Our Members And  The Public!!

Lawn Sign Campaign: This is the newest campaign launched by the MCA, we have enough signs for each Member Organization & we are asking them to put them out by there entrances or wherever they will be most visible to the Public. 

New Business: Nothing At This Time

 For The Good of the Order: We Need To Get the Lawn Signs Up & The Bumper Stickers Out!! 

 Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club Dec 13th Annual X-Mass Party (Prime-Rib) $40ea, also at Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club Basic Hunter Safety Coarse (Blended Format) In-Person Field Day Jan 17th 8AM-4PM, Cranberry Country Longbeards Annual Banquet will be at the Upland Sportsman’s Club in Pembroke MA. April 18th. 

Next Meeting: Next Meeting (unless we have an emergency) & because of the Holiday will be on Jan. 22nd  at The Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club (199 MacArthur Blvd. Monument Beach MA.)  

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm. 

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL

With our Treasurer moving we have a new Mailing Address:

Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs

23 W. Woods 

Yarmouth Port MA. 02675 




