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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

                                                                                                                                        23 October 2025

Our Meeting was held at The Midway Trap & Skeet Club in person & Zoom on Oct. 23, 2025

There was a quorum - 9 out of 14 organizations present or via Zoom.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence - 

Minutes -  A motion was Made & Seconded to accept the Sept.  minutes as written.

Treasurer's Report –  A motion was made, second & approved to accept the Treasurer's report as read.

Bills and Debts: No bills.

Correspondence: The Handouts were explained for everyone to review & verify there information also 10 MCA “Fall Funtime” Raffle Tickets were given to each organization to sell with a cutoff date of our next meeting. The President also indicated that any organization that was not present would get this same package by mail! 

Distinguished Guests –   No guests for this meeting!
Committees: 

MassWildlife -Jason Zimmer was present via Zoom & gave the following report:

MassWildlife Southeast District Report – October 2025  

· After a career spanning over 38 years with the agency, Director Mark Tisa announced that he will be retiring on January 9, 2026. Mark has held a number of different positions with the agency and has been involved in many important projects, including the development of our state-of-the-art field headquarters in Westborough. The agency will be moving forward with a nationwide posting to search for a replacement in the coming months.  
· Fall trout stocking was successfully completed during the first week of October. One issue that arose was some safety concerns raised with the boat ramp at Big Sandy Pond in Plymouth. MassWildlife worked closely with the Town of Plymouth and the Massachusetts Office of Fishing & Boating Access to permit and start the necessary repairs and OFBA is currently underway completing the repairs. It is anticipated that the ramp will be reopened sometime before the end of October.  
· Surplus ADP: Sales for ADP’s in unlimited and surplus zones were completed in the last week of September, with the new contractor in charge of our MassFishHunt licensing system running into some unexpected issues. However, between their staff and many staff at MassWildlife, they worked diligently around the clock to complete fixes of the identified issues and made sure every customer received the appropriate permits and/or refunds as needed. The expectation is that moving forward none of these issues will reappear as they have been properly identified and fixed by the vendor, so we are very confident ADP sales in 2026 will be a much smoother/seamless process. 
·  Preparations for pheasant and quail season were completed since last meeting (loading transport crates on trucks, mowing stocking roads/trails, etc.) and we delivered pheasant for the two youth hunts held in the District (Carver & Falmouth), which both reportedly went very well. Our first official load of pheasants were transported over to Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket and the first few stockings of WMAs and private covers has gone very well so far.  
· The District Manager attended the Town Forest Conference held in Middleboro last month. Information was provided to a wide variety of town officials and representatives from land trusts on MassWildlife’s mission, conservation goals and Bio-map, as well as information the role of regulated hunting has on maintaining healthy deer densities across the State.  
· Hanover Conservation Hunting Update: The District Manager attended the conservation commission public hearing held on September 24th and was able to, both at the meeting and in the few weeks leading up to it, provide a lot of information on hunting safety, hunting laws & regulations, wildlife conservation and deer management to the commission. There were roughly 15 hunters in attendance at the hearing and no members of the public that spoke out in opposition to hunting. Ultimately, the commission voted in a revised set of hunting regulations that expanded access to archery deer hunters and clarified the use of tree-stands. They did vote to prohibit any baiting of wildlife as well as the use of trail cameras on their lands. 
·  Hunters Share the Harvest Updates: We have continued to add both new processors and new distribution centers across the State. You can view the list of participating deer processing locations and other information on the program and how to donate here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/masswildlifes-hunters-share-the-harvest-program 

·  September Bear Season Update: A preliminary total of 157 bears were taken during the September bear season. 
·  Camp Edwards Deer Hunt: Preparations are underway for the upcoming paraplegic deer hunt at Camp Edwards, with staff completing scouting and setting up of blinds for the participating hunters. The youth hunt on the base went very well with a total of 15 youth hunters participating and 4 deer taken (3 does, 1 4pt buck). Also, another reminder on the archery date change: the controlled deer archery hunt on the base has been shifted to November 6-8, 2025. Find more information on the hunting programs at Camp Edwards here: https://www.mass.gov/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards-controlled-hunting-program
·  Looking for a last-minute hunter education course? You can view the list of upcoming courses here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/basic-hunter-education-courses. Often times, the blended format, where you complete a bunch of coursework online at your convenience and then sign up for and attend a 1-day field day and take the exam, is a great option for someone looking to get out hunting this year. You can also visit the online hunter ed website and look at the fully online courses available through a number of States for a fee. I only would recommend fully online courses for new adult hunters or younger hunters that have a lot of experience and a good adult mentor. If you choose this option, be sure to check the requirements for each State to make sure it is fully online and you would not be required to attend a field day. I know that the following States offer fully online courses without a field day requirement at any age: California & North Carolina. A number of other States have no field day requirement over a certain age (varies). The online hunter ed website is here: https://www.hunter-ed.com/ 
 Upcoming events/meetings:  

· October 22: Fisheries and Wildlife Board Meeting, Westborough and Online – The October monthly business meeting of the Fisheries and Wildlife Board will be held at 3:00 p.m. at the MassWildlife Field Headquarters, 1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough. Interested persons can attend the meeting either in person or via a Zoom video webinar. Click here to join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device with Passcode: 363636. Or join by phone: (929) 205 6099 with Webinar ID: 891 3204 1442 and Passcode: 363636.  
· November 6: Coexisting with Black Bears Presentation, Acton/Littleton/Westford – Join this engaging presentation to learn about black bear biology and behavior and get tips on how communities can take proactive steps to prevent conflict with bears. The program will be presented by Meghan Crawford, Community Engagement Biologist at MassWildlife. The free event will begin at 7 p.m. at Acton Town Hall, Room 204 (472 Main Street Acton, MA 01720) and is hosted by Acton Conservation, Littleton Conservation, Westford Conservation, and the Littleton Conservation Trust. Virtual attendance is also available. Click here to learn more and register.
Questions: 

President Veloza: Asked if he had heard anything from the Seashore about stocking quail. Jason indicated he had not heard a word from anyone. Mike also asked for an update on anything at Camp Cachalot. Jason indicated once again he had not heard anything but said he would be checking.   

Jim Hathaway: Asked about the stocking of quail at the Old Sandwich Game Farm. Jason indicated that they were considering it but most likely not this year. Jim also indicated that he could mark up a map on the woodcock nesting areas at the Old Sandwich Game Farm if he would like and Jason indicated yes and thanked him 

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor,
Southeast Wildlife District

Mass Marine Fisheries - Ross K. Kessler was present and gave & sent this report.

Barnstable, Bristol, and Plymouth County League of Sportsmen

Fall 2025
Any question or comments re the Division of Marine Fisheries? Please bring them to my attention at: ross.kessler@mass.gov
Subscribe to DMF advisories and updates:

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MADMF/subscriber/new
Public Access: 

DMF personnel are still working with the Trustees of Reservations on Martha’s Vineyard as a liaison supporting fishing rights on Chappaquiddick.  At this last week’s Con Com meeting in Edgartown the DEPs Orders of Conditions regarding beach access on the Trustees or Reservations facilities were reviewed.  DMF was present via Zoom and commented on access in general and in a confirmatory voice when matters relating to our positions were required.  In the end, status quo access appears to have been preserved and stable going forward.  It is not a stretch to say that access is more certain than it has been in several years.  
Somerset, Slades Ferry- This project is currently on hold until we can establish a timeline with DOT.  We will either build in the original location or off the abutment of the retired Brightman St Bridge.   The town of Somerset put out a plea to our agency and commissioner.  We are supporting the cause of getting the old bridge removed so the new multi-use facility can take its place.

Small Grant closed.   We have two applicants.  The merits of their proposals will be discussed at a meeting on October 29.

Fishing Clinics Kim Fine led 16 fishing clinics including over 900 participants this past season coast wide! Additionally, she spearheaded a loaner program to five organizations.  This program includes gear, a lesson plan, and a basic skills class taught to the instructors.  

Saltwater Fishing Derby went well this year.  The new trophy, pictured, will be on display at Bass Pro Shops in Foxborough.  We had a marked improvement in participation for this year’s derby. 

Striped Bass Management- ASMFC held question and answer session coast-wide re future regulation of striped bass.  The results of these hearings will be voted on shortly.  Check with me or on the DMF website soon.  

Commercial Black Sea-Bass and Tautog have closed as the total catch has been met. 

Lobster

New V rule on the outer cape allows for 1/8” vs the traditional ¼’ depth.

https://www.mass.gov/doc/92625-reminder-to-outer-cape-cod-lobster-permit-holders-that-all-lobsters-possessed-must-comply-with-18-inch-v-notch-standard/download
Low DO was monitored between Sandwich and Barnstable. Some very low numbers were observed.  Numbers did not persist. 

Right Whales:

1) Archival passive acoustic monitoring - we deployed 17 bottom-mounted, archival acoustic sensors across MA state waters and adjacent areas in Feb 2025.  The units will record the soundscape for 5 months before being retrieved, the data downloaded and the units redeployed.  The audio files will be run through a software package that identifies large whale calls in the soundscape.  The acoustic releases are also a receiver and will be collecting information from animals tagged with acoustic telemetry tags nearby.  In August-October we conducted the first retrieval and redeployment of our archival passive acoustic monitors.  Information about our program, deployments and locations can be found here: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/c45853c1fa7745f0b4e0c74f34a499f2/page/Page  We were able to successfully retrieve 15 of the 17 sensors so far and will continue our retrieval efforts.  We have begun the initial data downloads and analyses, as well as having worked with EEAIT to set up a server in NB to house our data.

2) Near real-time passive acoustic monitoring – in February we partnered with WHOI to deploy two near real-time, surface moored acoustic buoys.  One off Cape Ann and one in Cape Cod Bay.  Information about detection can be found here: https://robots4whales.whoi.edu/recent-detections/  In July both buoys experienced a defect in the urethane that encapsulates the hydrophone and were not detecting for most of July and August.  They have since been repaired and are up and running again.  When the Cape Ann buoy was serviced, DMF made the decision to move the buoy slightly to the SW of its previous position.  It now sits on the state/federal waters line off Marblehead 

3) On-demand gear research – DMF continues to conduct observer trips on on-demand testing trips to collect timing data on through-put rates.  We also completed the final set of trawl deployments and retrievals for our on-demand gear density study, looking at functional proximity of on-demand trawls before gear conflicts can occur.  In addition, DMF submitted an application for an Exempted Fishing Permit to conduct on-demand testing in state and federal waters by federal permit holders during the upcoming closed season in the Massachusetts Restricted Area.  DMF continues our On-Demand Gear Grant Program which provides reimbursements for fixed and mobile gear permit holders to acquire equipment and services needed to conduct on-demand fishing and to visualize the gear on the seafloor.  

4) Compliance assistance – DMF provides gear marking materials and weak rope/weak inserts to assist fixed gear fishermen in complying with Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan regulations.

5) Protected Species Program staff will be attending the Ropeless Consortium and Right Whale Consortium meetings in October 2025 where we will be presenting on our on-demand density study, on-demand grant program, and our protected species program activities in general.  

Diadromous

The Fore River watershed had two big dam removals.  Lots of fish came back to previously blocked waterways that had been blocked to passage since the 1790s!  

Marshfield’s Veteran’s Park dam was removed.  Herring were seen accessing upriver locations.  This should also benefit shad.

Pembroke runs are now able to be considered for direct harvest of river herring.  This is the third run/town to accomplish that recovery.  The other two are Harwich and Middleboro.  No towns have instituted management plans to harvest fish to date. 

The in-house fish-way crew replaces 3 weirs on the Bournedale run. 

Shellfish:

The MMA combined sewer outfall that was proposed to discharge treated water from Bourne, Marion, and Wareham is currently on hold.  Wareham is proposing their own outfall.  

Falmouth is also proposing a sewer outfall in the vicinity of the boundary of Nantucket and Vineyard Sound. 

All of these proposed outfalls have potential effect on shellfish classification area.  Some to direct harvest from commercial, recreational, and aquaculture.   
Shark Project: This summer 20 sharks were tagged mostly in Cape Cod Bay.  These are mainly juvenile fish in the 5-9’ range.  Outer Cape was problematic due to weather.  
 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard

New Bedford MA 02744

ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Mass. EPO’s– Sgt Daniel McGonagle Did Attend & Gave The Following Report:

Massachusetts Environmental Police (MEP) 24 Hour Dispatch (800) 632-8075

Midway Trap & Skeet Club Falmouth, MA 

1. Department continues the current hiring process to fill multiple vacancies with approval for seven employees. All applicants must undergo a Post-compliant background check as part of the pre- employment process   
2. Upper Cape, M5, has returned to full strength with all vacancies actively filled. One has been out on extended leave over the summer. 
3. Upcoming Hunter Safety Courses: Basic Hunter Education courses/Mass.gov
A. Martha’s Vineyard: Novenber 10, 15 & 16Th  

4. New winter primitive firearms season begins in January 2026 for Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard. 2026 License Required! New deer hunting regulations in effect for 2025 season/Mass 
5. Multiple calls across both regions of the Cape. Vessel owners are reminded that vessels over 14’ are required to be titled, and MEP officers cannot give a title or HIN where one does not exist. Parties are welcome to call prior to purchasing if they have questions.

6. Mandatory Boater Education, Hanson-Milone Act: 

A. If you were born after January 1, 1989, you must complete the course by April 1, 2026, with no penalties assessed until September 1, 2026. If you were born on or before January 1, 1989, you’ll have until April 1, 2028, to complete the course.
B. Massachusetts Environmental Police Raise Awareness Campaign for New Boater Education Law/Mass.gov
C. Boating safety course schedule/Mass.gov
D. Upcoming classes: 

i. October 25 & 26 in New Bedford

ii. November 1 & 15 Duxbury

iii. November 15 & 16 New Bedford

7. Lobster violations in Provincetown. 

8. Multiple Bluefin Tuna being landed in Harwich and Chatham during open season. 

9. E-bike complaints along the Cape Cod Rail Trail.

10. Departments Fall Range Training Cycle beginning. 

11. Fall hunting is in full swing,

12. Multiple MEP Officers assisted the USCG with a rescue for a party in the water off of Falmouth.               

Sgt Daniel McGonagle, M61
Daniel.mcgonagle@mass.gov
Massachusetts Environmental Police
South Coastal Bureau
Cell (857)270-1636

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: 

Mass State Council of Sportsmen -Meeting:

 The last meeting of the MSC was scheduled for Oct 5th via Zoom: Unfortunately due to commitments I had I was unable to attend. 

Committee Reports: 

Legislation - Bills are the same as last session. Chapter 135 act of 2024 efforts to educate non sporting people continue. There will be a ballot question for eliminating stipends the legislators get in addition to their regular pay. 
Hunter Ed / Fisheries & Wildlife –  There will be a Hunter Ed course in Nantucket for the first time in 5 years! 

Ware River Watershed – November 20th is the next meeting at the Rutland Library at 7PM, we need to have Mike Moss removed as alternate delegate and appoint Duane Pray.

Quabbin Watershed Advisory –No report available. 

Marine Fisheries – ASMFC Hearing on Stripers being held on Sept 25 (north shore), Sept 29 (webinar), Sept 30 (South shore). 

Forrest and Parks – Stewardship meeting in Freetown on October 15th. .

Deer/Bear Damage Report: Franklin County has damaged corn, Don Graves will get to speak to the F&W Board about this. 155 Bears were harvested in the September season. 

Old Business-Don Graves asked to speak to F&W Board, he was given permission to speak. 

New Business – Donations for the 2026 Raffle are being accepted, Barstable County League Donated a $250 Gift Card to Bass Pro/Cabela’s. What can MSC do to raise funds to help repeal Chapter 135? A discussion was started! A Motion was passed to ask the F&W Board to extend the Youth Turkey Hunt to include the Friday. 

Shows for 2026 –  NE Fishing Expo, Marlboro MA. -- 1/30, 1/31 & 2/1

Standish Sportsman & Gun Show, E. Bridgewater MA- TBD 

Big E, West Spingfield- 2/20, 2/21 & 2/22  

Next MSC Meeting will be November 2nd via Zoom Once again, anyone wishing to join may contact President Veloza and he will send you the link

Meeting Adjourned at 10:47AM

DFW Board Meeting- Oct 22nd was the last meeting at 3PM via Zoom, I was able to Zoom in but unfortunately I was about 15min late. I did catch the end of a Presentation by Board Member Matt Sisk on some Biodiversity in the Bridgewater area, also Sasha Dyer spoke about some Women on Target type class she attended. Our Representative Ernie Foster spoke about some Biodiversity in the Southeast and the name change of the Plymouth County League of Sportsmen. The two new Board Members where not allowed to present anything because they had not submitted there comments in the 2wk prior criteria? Once again when I do get the link and if anyone would also like to Zoom in just let me know and I will forward you the link. 

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting Oct. 15th via Zoom:

Finances: Treasures Report Approved as Read.
Legislation: Discussed Chapter 135 and we went over the list of Bills that will be coming up on Oct. 31st at the committee hearings & our support or opposition. A discussion on the Free Kyle Campaign took place also we did discuss the MCA Bumper Sticker Campaign and  Lawn Sign Campaign and the next steps forward, keeping everyone engaged and recruiting votes for 2026 Repel Ballot Question! You can order Bumper Stickers or Lawn Signs on the MCA Web Site and depending on the quantity they will either be shipped directly to you or to the nearest FFL in your area that has signed up to be a drop off point.

Fall Funtime Raffle: This 3 Gun Raffle (Which you have Tickets for Now) will be drawn om Nov. 26th so sell your 10 Tickets and get the Stubs & Money back to our President no later then our next meeting Nov. 20th!  

2026 Fundraising Raffle: We are starting to put this raffle together and are looking for Donations from the County Leagues & Member Organizations!Barnstable County has donated a $250 Gift Card to Bass Pro/Cabela’s.    

Lobbying Fund: Still accepting donations for any future expenses, so please continue to spread the word. Individual sportsperson can go to the following link and donate by credit card whatever they can, no matter how small or big, as it is all needed.

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer, they can send a check:

Make the check out to the Worcester County League, and in the notes, indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund.

Mail it to: Worcester County League

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA 01583  

MCA Website: https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go there, you will see a calendar that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, the funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list: If you go to the website, you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulations and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep information).

The next meeting of the MCA is on Oct 29th  8PM by Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting adjourned at 9:30PM

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee: 

 Still Need Fundraising Ideas to continue to Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $6400 in the fund and spending $1100 for a camper, this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee members working on this; contact them with any of your ideas!! The committee did have a meeting and is looking at a possible fundraising raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More details will follow soon; hopefully, they can get it together.

Camper for the 2026 Season: . WE ARE NOW OPEN FOR APPLICANTS FOR THE 2026 SEASON!! 

Old Business:

 Rabies Program: Charlie Lewis reported that all the rabies baiting for the Canal North have been completed & still no positive rabies cases!!  

Clothing: Charlie will be ordering additional clothing items for this season.

CCNS Pheasant Program: Haven’t heard anything. I am waiting for the dust to settle over the new administration in D.C. before I approach them with anything. Hopefully, the New Dept. Of Interior will be much more cooperative with the sportsmen/women of the U.S 

Chapter 135 Update: John Mawhinney gave us a quick update on the lawsuit to free Kyle Culotta & indicated that it was now in the hands of the MA Supreme Court. He also spoke briefly about some of the up-coming fund raising campaigns for GOAL & the Civil Rights Coalition..

Bumper Stickers: The MCA has launched the campaign to get these out and has packs of 50ea at $50 per packet just to cover the cost of printing. We Need To Get Them Out To Our Members And  The Public!!

Lawn Sign Campaign: This is the newest campaign launched by the MCA, we have enough signs for each Member Organization & we are asking them to put them out by there entrances or wherever they will be most visible to the Public. 

New Business: Nothing At This Time

 For The Good of the Order: We Need To Get the Lawn Signs Up & The Bumper Stickers Out!! 

 Monument Beach Sportsmen’s Club Oct. 26, Woman on Target, Cranberry Country Longbeards Annual Banquet will be at the Upland Sportsman’s Club in Pembroke MA. Date TBA 

Next Meeting: Next Meeting (unless we have an emergency) & because of the Holiday will be on Nov. 20th at The Cape Cod Beagle Club (699 Old Barnstable Rd. E. Falmouth MA 02536)  

Adjournment: 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30pm. 

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL

With our Treasurer moving we have a new Mailing Address:

Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs

23 W. Woods 

Yarmouth Port MA. 02675 
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