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Barnstable County League of Sportsman’s Clubs Notes

28 March 2024

 Meeting was held at The Shawme Fish & Game Club via in-person and ZOOM on 28 March 2024

There was a quorum- 10 out of 15 organizations present.

Pledge of Allegiance & Moment of Silence-  

Minute-  Motion was Made & Second to Accept the February Minuets as written.

Treasurer Report – Motion was Made & Second to except the Treasures Report as read 

Bills and Debts - No Bills

Correspondence - None At This Time 

Handouts-   Raffle Tickets for the MCA up-coming Raffle on May 19th at the Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club 26 plus prizes so SELL SELL!!  Money & stubs need to be turned in to Mike at our April Meeting or dropped off the Morning of May 19th at the Monument Beach Sportsman’s Clubs!!  

Distinguished Guests –  Representative Dylan Fernandes Democrat Candidate for the open Barnstable/Plymouth Senate Position. Representative Fernandes is an Active Fisherman, Started in the Civil Rights Division of the AG's office, He has been a Representative since 2017 & Represents part of Falmouth the Islands & Gosnold. He did state that he doesn't receive a lot of feedback about Guns & Hunting in his District. He spoke on many other topics but mainly on Water and Environment Issues. He did indicate that he was pressured to co-sponsor the House Gun Bill and refused but did Vote In-Favor of it thinking that this law would condense the existing Gun Laws, the meeting attendees was sure to inform him that was not the case and neither version had anything in them that would eliminate the existing Law this would only add to it! He did end by saying if there was anything he could do to Help any of us on anything to reach out to Him or his Aid Alex and he would see what he could do? 

Or next speaker was Mr. Christopher Lauzon Republican Candidate running against Senator Julian Cyr for his Senate Seat for the Cape & Islands. He spoke on some of his main focuses,including immigration, housing, drugs, wastewater and infrastructure. He is a firm believer in complete government transparency we shouldn’t be deciding 2A issues privately behind closed doors. He stated that the Right to Shelter Law needs to be Amended! He also stated that H.4139 is Unconstitutional and he hopes it Dies in the Conference Committee, he seems to be a Pro 2A Candidate and seems very supportive of Sportsmen & Women!! Seems to be a Ray of Sunshine Compared to what we have now in this Senate Seat!  

Our next speaker was our good friend & supporter from the Fighting 5th Representative Xiarhos! He just stopped by to give us some updates on the Immigration mess also wanted to be sure we knew that we are Not A Sanctuary State but we are the only in the Country Right To Shelter State. He has filed legislation to amend this Law but can’t get the Democratic Super Majority to release from committee to look at it. He has a petition on his Face Book Page and is asking everyone to sign it if he can get enough signatures he can force the House to act on his amendment, Please sign the  petition: Help Steve Fix the "Right to Shelter Law" - Steven Xiarhos for State Representative (xiarhosforrep.com)   Rep. Xiarhos has a strong Democratic Opponent for this upcoming election, we all have to make sure we our families & friends get to the polls to vote this year!!

Our final Guest Speaker Mr. Ernie Foster our Southeast Representative to the Division of Fish & Wildlife Board spoke about this years Migratory Bird Regulations that is coming up for a Public Hearing on April17th and also will be voted on following the hearing. He also mentioned a complaint he had received from a member of DU about a problem with out of state guides coming to the cape to hunt Sea Ducks for a 41 Duck Challenge?    

Committees: 
Mass Wildlife -Jason Zimmer attended read and submitted this report : 

Mass Wildlife Southeast District Report – March 2024 

·  Trout stocking is underway with many water-bodies receiving at least one load of fish. Fish quality and size has been excellent, and we have received a lot of positive feedback from anglers.  

· We recently completed two prescribed burns at the Camp Cachalot WMA (co
owned/managed with DCR). The burns, which totaled 155 acres, were very important units to get done as they had been thinned and mowed prior and the vegetation growing back was close to the point where, if not burned, it would need to be mowed again prior to getting burned due to unsafe fuels. Completion of these two units meets many habitat goals and sets us up to be able to complete additional units on the WMA this Spring/Fall.  

· We also completed a large grassland burn at the Frances A. Crane WMA, totaling about 155 acres as well. We are also in the process of actively planning burns this Spring at Penikese Island, Mashpee Pine Barrens WMA and Hyannis Ponds WMA.  

· We have several Learn to Hunt Turkey Programs coming up in the District including a “Pattern your Shotgun Range Day” on March 23rd in cooperation with Marshfield Rod & Gun Club, a Turkey Hunting Seminar on April 13th at Cape Gun Works in Hyannis led by the National Wild Turkey Federation, and an Online Scouting for Turkey Class on April 3 rd. You can view/register for these, and other Mass Wildlife Learn to Hunt Program offerings here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/learn-to-hunt-events  

· There is a public hearing on the proposed 2024-25 Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations on Wednesday April 17th at 2:30PM at Mass Wildlife's Westborough Field HQ and on ZOOM. As is the case every year, due to the timing of when the Federal frameworks that we have to follow come out, the meeting will be closed and voted on that day. Therefore, any public comments need to made on or before the hearing is closed. You can view the proposed regulations, additional information on the public hearing (including the Zoom link) and how to submit comments in writing or via email here: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/fisheries-and-wildlife-hearings-on-proposed
regulatory-amendments 

·  We are continuing to progress with the ongoing efforts to move forward with the demolition of old buildings at the Old Sandwich Game Farm WMA. Electricity has been successfully disconnected and a contract to complete required hazardous materials testing has been issued. 

·  Mass Wildlife is in the process of working on a comprehensive Chronic Wasting Disease plan that will include aspects of surveillance, prevention and possible response methods.  

· The dates for the 2024 controlled hunting programs at Camp Edwards have been finalized/approved. You can view the dates and register for hunts here: https://www.mass.gov/how-to/participate-in-the-camp-edwards-controlled-hunting
program  

· We have concluded our winter black duck research project for the season, having deployed all of our allotted satellite transmitters on female black ducks. Some of our tagged birds have already begun or essentially completed their migration north for the nesting seasons, with birds tagged in Massachusetts now as far north as Prince Edwards Island!  

· April 18: Public Trout Stocking in Plymouth –The public is invited to help Mass Wildlife stock trout during school vacation week! Meet Mass Wildlife fisheries staff, view trout up close, and learn about places to fish near you. 

o Meet at 10 a.m. at Long Pond (Long Pond Boat Ramp off Clark Road).

o Meet at 11:15 a.m. at Little Pond (Little Pond Boat Launch on Morton Park Road).  

· Updated 2023 Deer Harvest Numbers: I wanted to provide a brief update on the numbers I reported last month. The final harvest number of 15,520 included a record Youth Day harvest of 142 deer and new harvest records for both Zone 9 & 14.

Jason E. Zimmer
District Supervisor
Southeast Wildlife District
Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife
195 Bournedale Road, Buzzards Bay, MA  02532
p: (508) 759-3406 | f: (508) 759-0381
mass.gov/masswildlife | facebook.com/masswildlife
Questions: A Question was asked about Little Pond in Plymouth: Why does a Trout Fisherman have to Pay to Park in the Summer if the Pond is Stocked? Jason indicated that the only time that the parking is charged is during the summer months when Trout Fishing is not active or any good and because the location and design of the pond it has been decided to not stop stocking it is to good of a pond to lose!!  

Tom Jay asked Jason last meeting about the possibility of Wood Cock Banding? Jason indicated that he had spoke to the Upland Biologist! The Division felt this type of banning would not be advantages for the man-hours that it would require and the amount of Data it would produce the majority of our woodcock we do see are not really Migratory Birds!!   

Mass Marine Fisheries- Ross K. Kessler Did Attend Read and Submitted this Report :

Plymouth & Barnstable County League of Sportsmen

Early Spring 2024 

Any question or comments?  Please reach out, Ross Kessler ross.kessler@mass.gov
Public Access: 
· Salem Willows Park Pier – The construction phase has begun. 
· Bid opening was January 11
· ACK Marine Construction was awarded bid. They built the Deer Is pier and rebuilt the Hingham Boat Ramp.

· Bid came in at $4.8 million.  Roughly on budget.  

· The lay down area is established, the silt curtain was place in early Feb ahead of the TOY restriction for winter flounder.  

· Materials submittals are being processed and materials are on order.
· DMF personnel are still working with the Trustees of Reservations on Martha’s Vineyard as a liaison supporting fishing rights on Chappaquiddick.  The next Con Com meeting relating to access on Chappaquiddick has been postponed until TTOR completes edits in the NOI. 
· Somerset, Slades Ferry- DMF signed a Land Management Agreement with the Town of Somerset last winter.  The engineering bid went out again.  The second round of bids occurred.  I’m still waiting for approval from admin before awarding a contract to the winning bidder.  This location is just north or upstream form the retired Bright-man St. bridge. 

· Craven’s Landing- The potholes at the entrance to Craven’s Landing, Scorton Cr. are scheduled to be filled April 17.  

 
Sportfish:  

· Striped Bass. 

· Recreational Same as last year

· COMMERCIAL

· A 7% quota cut (my initial number was incorrect.  Lou Mackeil had it right at the edited and correct 7% number) for 2024 under the interstate management plan. 

· Given this potential cut and recent performance, DMF is considering adjusting number and sequence of open fishing days (e.g., two non-consecutive days) to reduce weekly harvest and maintain quota throughout season. 

· Also considering changes to primary purchase requirements to address ongoing enforcement challenges on the North Shore (e.g., fish begin dropped off at dealers without dealer personnel present). 

· Black Sea Bass, Scup, and Summer Flounder

	
	Mode
	Open Season
	Bag Limit
	Minimum Size

	Summer Flounder
	Private Vessels & For-hire Vessels
	May 24 – Sept 23
	5 fish
	17.5”

	
	Shore
	
	
	16.5”

	Scup
	Shore
	May 1 – Dec 31
	30 fish
	9.5” 

	
	Private Vessel
	
	
	11”

	
	For-hire Vessel
	May 1 – June 30
	40 fish
	11”

	
	
	July 1 – Dec 31
	30 fish
	

	Black Sea Bass
	All modes
	May 18 – Sept 3
	4 fish
	16.5”


· Cod and Haddock

· This winter, NOAA Fisheries will review recreational fishing limit options for Gulf of Maine cod, Gulf of Maine haddock, and Georges Bank cod. Changes may be required based on the FY24 Annual Catch Limits for these stocks and performance in FY23. DMF will match federal rules. 

· Lobster

· MLA took place in Hyannis, topics included:

· Amendment 27, this will trigger a size change in CCB and North, with the first change taking place in Jan of 2025.  

· Area 3 (outer Cape Cod) some changes in the issuing of trap tags, V notch regulations, and a max size (putting lobsters larger than 8# in a protected status) For 

· January 1, 2025, the minimum size for lobsters in the Gulf of Maine area will increase from 3 ¼” to 3 5/16” and a new maximum size for lobsters in the Outer Cape area will be set at 6 ¾”.

· All changes are intended to stay in compliance with the interstate plan. 

· Other Species

· No changes are anticipated currently for other species (e.g., bluefish, tautog).  

· Fishing Clinics scheduled thus far for this season

· Saturday, June 1st – Reel Fun Fishing Day w MBBA-Race Point, Provincetown 9am-1pm (Tabled Event-still needs to be staffed?)

· Saturday, June 8th – Swampscott Harbor-fest- Tabled event that needs to be staffed or at least provide material for 9am-2pm

· Saturday, June 8th – Fishing Festival w BHN, Natl Parks, MWRA, F&W, Save the Harbor…Deer Island 10am-2pm

· Saturday, June 22nd -  Fort Taber, New Bedford 10am-2pm- this is the event planned for the use of the MOOR grant funds if we get it.

· Saturday, June 29th – Water Safety Day, Cape Cod Canal Visitor Center 10am-2pm.

· Thursday, July 11th – Evening Family Fishing Clinic-Gloucester Harbor Loop 4pm-7pm

· Thursday, July 18th Evening Family Fishing Clinic- Cape Cod Canal Visitor Center 5pm-8pm

· Tuesday, July 30th – Friday, August 2nd -Hill to Harbor Discovery Camp-Peddocks Island (all day event-no catch and release fishing, and we catch the ferry out of Boston).

· August-Head Island- Date TBD, not sure if this site is good for fishing we are doing a site visit before we confirm a date but it would be a Saturday in August from 10am-2pm.(Fishing Festival w BHN, Natl Parks, MWRA, F&W, Save the Harbor…) 

· Saturday, August 17th – Friends of Winthrop-Deer Island Time TB D-Tentative, our involvement is dependent on which day the Head Island clinic is but would really like to do this one if possible because it would be a new partnership.

· August-Date TBD either sometime in the week of Tuesday, August 13th-Thursday, August 15th or Tuesday, August 27th – Thursday, August 29th- Trying to nail down the date with Somerset PD (Cops and Bobbers Evening Fishing clinic)- Village Waterfront Park, 4pm-6/7pm

· Saturday, September 7th - Fishing Festival w BHN, Natl Parks, MWRA, F&W, Save the Harbor…Nut Island, Quincy 10am-2pm.

· Thursday, September 12th- Cops and Bobbers Evening Fishing clinic with Fall River PD-Bicentennial Park 4pm-6/7pm

· Right Whales

· There are currently over 80 right whales in Cape Cod Bay.  The usual closures and restrictions are in place (see below.  In addition, the speed limit for all vessels in Cape Cod Bay is 10 miles per hour.  This speed restriction will be in place from March 1- April 30

· Right whale closure for fixed gear. 

· Recreational trap closure is state-wide from November 1 – May 15 and applies only to buoyed lobster gear.

· Commercial trap closure is north and east of Cape Cod from February 1 – May 15 and applies to all trap gear. There is a federal closure off the islands in Southern MA. 

· Gill-net closure is state-wide from January 1 – May 15 and applies to all gill-net gear.  

· DMF will be working with hired captains and MEP to remove gear within closure. Violators may face permit sanctions. 

· DMF has received federal funding to increase its right whale surveillance and monitoring program. 

· DMF has submitted its Incidental Take Permit application to NOAA Fisheries and is awaiting a final decision. 

Horseshoe Crabs

· The Marine Fisheries Advisory Commission met on Tuesday, March 19 and voted to approve a spawning closure on the harvest of horseshoe crabs from April 15 – June 7. This closure includes inshore as well as the draggier fishery for horseshoe crabs.

Diadromous 

· Herring have been showing up already.  Brad mentioned this is about 2 weeks earlier than usual.  

· Both Harwich and Middleboro have accepted management plans and could open to limited direct harvest.

· Harwich is proposing having an even to cook a few herring this spring.  

· Pembroke and Wareham have submitted plans to allow for harvest as well.  Currently the numbers do not support harvest in those towns.

Paul Johnson asked if high water is better for herring success.  I spoke with our lead anadromous biologist, Brad Chase.  The short answer is that higher flows are better for spawning success in that it allows for removal of sediment from the bottom that can inhibit oxygenation of eggs, provides more oxygenated water than lower flows, and allows for easier passage for both the fish laying eggs and the fry leaving the waterway later in the year.  The exception would be large rainfall events prior to eggs hatching.  Large rainfall events can sour the eggs and wash them out to sea.  Bad drought years (2016 and 2022) lead to poor recruitment. 

Shellfish 

March 6, 2024 Marine Fisheries Advisory DMF TO HOST STAKEHOLDER MEETING REGARDING RECLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN SHELLFISH GROWING AREAS IN BUZZARDS BAY At 3PM on March 11, 2024,

DMF will host a virtual stakeholder meeting regarding the ongoing reclassification of shellfish growing areas in Buzzards Bay and subsequent shellfish fishing opportunities within these communities. This reclassification is part of an ongoing effort by the Division of Marine Fisheries to respond to federal requirements regarding safety zones around wastewater treatment plants outfalls and DMF has previously reclassified waters around outfalls in Marshfield, Situate, Plymouth, and Fall River.   DMF invites all interested stakeholders to join a virtual stakeholder meeting to explain federal requirements for safety zones around wastewater treatment plants; review DMF’s previous work to address safety zones and efforts made to maintain traditional shellfish fishing opportunities while addressing public health concerns; describe DMF’s action plan for Buzzards Bay and how this may impact shellfish growing area classifications for the region moving forward; and take questions and comments from the public.  Stakeholder Meeting Regarding Reclassification of Shellfish Growing Areas in Buzzards Bay Monday, March 11th from 3:00 to 4:30 PM Zoom Login Phone: 1-312-626-6799 Pass-code: 713404 Webinar ID: 831-7823-8431 Please visit our website: www.mass.gov/marinefisheries
 Ross Kessler 

 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries

Recreational Fisheries’ program Public Access Coordinator

836 S Rodney French Boulevard
New Bedford MA, 02744
ross.kessler@state.ma.us 
(508 742-9738

Cape Cod National Seashore – Did Not Attend-No Report: 

NO NEWS ON BOBWHITE QUAIL STOCKING PROGRAM 

Re-Authorized Federal Advisory Commission to the Cape Cod National Seashore (CCNS): The first meeting of Cape Cod National Seashore's re-authorized Federal Advisory Commission has been scheduled for Monday, April 8, 2024 at 1 pm. The meeting will take place at the Salt Pond Visitor Center classroom and is open to the public. Visitors may attend the meeting in-person or register in advance to attend remotely via Zoom: https://doitalent.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJItcOuqrDgqGVyg_iinH5gSUMbbAp-d5Mw

The purpose of the Commission is to consult with the Secretary of the Interior, or the Secretary's designee, with respect to matters relating to the development of the Cape Cod National Seashore, including matters of acquisition by condemnation and zoning regulations.

This past fall, U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland appointed 16 individuals from nominations made by the six outer Cape towns that encompass the national seashore, as well as members representing Barnstable County and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. A chairperson and alternate for the Commission were also nominated and designated.

“I look forward to working with the Cape Cod National Seashore Advisory Commission as we together navigate challenges that affect the National Seashore and our towns. The commission members bring deep local and regional knowledge and a dedicated commitment to their communities. I appreciate their willingness to engage in this public service." Superintendent Jen Flynn said.

As published in the federal register on February 29, 2024, the agenda for the meeting will include the introduction of the Federal Advisory Commission members and support staff, a review of commission charter filed by the Secretary of the Interior on April 26, 2023, the selection of the focus areas that the Commission would like to advise the Seashore on and setting future meeting dates. There will be a public comment period. 

Salt Pond Visitor Center is located off Route 6 in Eastham, 50 Nauset Road, Eastham, MA 02642.

Unfortunately, I will be out of Town and can not attend this meeting hopefully some of our members will be available to attend and address the subject of Up-Land Bird Hunting on the Seashore!!  

Mass. EPO’s–Officer Peter Bourgault Did Attend Via Zoom : 

· Efforts to Protect Right Whales in Cape Cod Bay: Conducting boat patrols for illegal/abandoned lobster gear running Side Scan Sonar for Lobster Traps. Recreational lobster closed on 11/1 and commercial lobster closed on 2/1.  

· Continue to patrol areas for illegal dirt-bike and ATV activity both on private and public lands.

· They have been continuing to set aside time to work the Dog Leash issues at Crane and the Sandwich Game Farm WMA. One Active Ticket being appealed to court from a repeat offender

· They have received reports of a Homeless Camp in Quashnet; (Investigation Continues)

· Spoke about an upcoming Tree Stand class being held at the Nimrod Fish & Game Club in the western part of the state: Tree Stand Safety and Accident Investigation! 

Jim from the Setter Club let Officer Bourgault know about an upcoming bird dog event on 4/6 and 4/7 Crain WMA Parking Lot #1. He was interested and indicated he may attend!! 

Officer Peter Bourgault 

Massachusetts Environmental Police
Joint Base Cape Cod Fire Station
3132 Richardson Road
Camp Edwards, MA 02542 
Mass State Council of Sportsmen (MSC)-Meeting  on  Mar, 3rd via Zoom : 

Annual Banquet: Unfortunately the Annual Banquet April 13th has been postponed to hopefully the Fall (Venue Issues)

Super Raffle SELL SELL: Without the Banquet this will be the Councils Biggest and Only Fund Raiser this year!! Tickets are still available see Stanley, all Ticket Stubs and Money must be back to Stanley by our Annual Meeting in May!! So SELL SELL!! 

Hunter Ed. Update: There was a Hunter Ed Work-Shop in Westborough Division Headquarters on March 16th! 

Legislation: The Gun Bill has been set to a Conference Committee made-up of 4 Democrats and 2 Republicans, 3 from the House of Representatives and 3 from the Senate! 

Hunters for the Hungry: Motion made Second and Passed to Donate $500 to the program! 

Public Hearing by Zoom: April 9th 1PM on the proposed MESA List Changes!

DFW Board Meeting: In Westborough Headquarters on April 17th in Person & Zoom 12:30PM at 2:30PM there will be a Public Meeting on the proposed 2024 Migratory Waterfowl Regulations followed by a vote to approve or change the Regulations!! As soon as I get the Webinar Link I can forward to anyone interested!  

Next Meeting: April 7th via Zoom (Anyone interested to attend I can send you the zoom link!! 

Closed Meeting at 11:30

Massachusetts Conservation Alliance (MCA)- Meeting Mar. 20th via Zoom

Legislation -  We need to sync up with GOAL on their Bills also Wayne has been establishing a cross-link on the MCA Web Site to the MSC Website for the Watch List.! MCA & State Council very busy trying to keep up with many anti-bills!!   

Finances: Treasures Report Approved as Read.  
 Fund Raising Raffle:   Kicked off at the West Springfield Sportsmen Show at the Booth #405 February 23rd,  looking for additional donations. Need some final confirmation to man MCA Tables on some weekends at Cabala's & Bass Pro.  Raffle Drawing will be May 19th at the Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club in Conjunction with their 3-D Archery Shoot. There has been 4000 Raffle Tickets for 26 Prizes printed so packets can be taken/sent out & sold as needed by MCA Affiliated Organizations. Donation was received from the League & Members to fund the Fishing Charter!!  This is the only Fund Raising Activity of the MCA so SELL SELL!!  

Lobbying Fund:   Still excepting donations for any future expenses so continue to spread the word the individual Sportsperson can go to the following link and donate by Credit Card whatever they can no matter how small or big it is all needed: 

Donate today to the MCA Sportsmen's Action Fund (revv.co) 

Or if they prefer they can send a check:  

Make the Check Out to the: Worcester County League, and in the notes indicate it's for the MCA Lobbyist Fund. 

Mail It to: Worcester County League 

                P.O. Box 766 

                West Boylston MA. 01583  

MCA Website :  https://www.massconservationalliance.org    

If you go on there you will see a calender that will post our upcoming meetings, what we have been working on, funds that we have collected, and what we are doing with them.

Email address list:  If you go to the website you will see a link where you can enter your email to receive updates regarding regulation and legislation important to the sporting community of Massachusetts (Address needed so we can provide you with your Senator and House Rep Information).

Lawn Sign Campaign: The MCA in conjunction with GOAL has Kicked off a Stop H.4139 & Process Matters Lawn Sign Campaign! We have signs available here tonight for anyone that can put them out, these signs cost the MCA $6.00ea so if you can give a donation to cover the cost that would be great but if you can’t but can put the signs out Please Take Some!! If you need more signs there will be several drop-off locations Cape Gun Works is one or you can go on the MCA Web Site to order signs directly or see where the closes drop off spot is or just call President Veloza and he will get you some signs!!    

The next meeting of MCA is on April 3rd 8PM By Zoom: Anyone wishing to attend may contact President Veloza and he will forward the link to you!

Meeting Adjourned at 9:30PM

Mass Jr, Conservation Camp Committee - 

 Still Need Fund Raising Ideas To Continue To Fund This Very Important Scholarship. With $6000 in the fund, spending $1100 for a camper this fund will not last very long. Steve Albright, Mark Galkowski & Bobby George are the committee to work this, contact them with any of your ideas!! The committee did have a meeting and are looking at a possible Fund Raising Raffle for a Black Powder Gun. More to follow soon, hopefully we can get it together! 

We are open for Camper Candidates!! 

Old Business  

Unleashed Dogs at WMA’s:  We Still Need To Keep Calling The EPO Radio Room each & every time we see a Violation of any kind including Unleashed Dogs, ATV & Trail Bikes etc. We need those calls logged in the more the better it will get someone’s attention!!    

 Rabies program:  Charlie report No Positive!! Baiting by Helicopters will begin again this May from the Canal to Halifax! Charlie did report we need to keep and eye out for the Avian Flu (Bird Flu) watch your backyard Chickens & Ducks! Also Avian Flu has Killed a lot of Seals & Sea Lions!! 

Clothing: Charlie has purchased BCL Logo Hat’s and only has 2 left For Sale at $20ea. Lets see how these sell before we order T-Shirts & Sweat Shirts!! 

H 4139/S2572 Up-Date: These bills are in a Conference Committee which they have just voted to continue the hearing behind CLOSED DOORS!! 

CCNS Pheasant Program: With this program discontinued we need to stay on top of the possibility of stocking Quail in the area!! The present policy of the Seashore Personal is Totally Not Acceptable!! Mike indicated he did talk to the Commissioner and haven’t heard back yet! But also at the last DFW Board Meeting Mike asked our Southeastern Representative to bring this subject up. Director Tisa has sent a formal request to the Cape Cod National Seashore(CCNS) Superintendent requesting the Bob-White Quail Program. The (CCNS) Superintendent has indicated she had received the request and would be acting on it within 30 Days! We all do not have a good feeling about this and feel we need some outside pressure from Washington DC to way in!! Mike has been in contact with the US Sportsmen’s Alliance to get them involved again!!     

Letter from Falmouth Fishermen’s Association: We did receive a letter from the Association President indicating that a vote was taken due to the feeling that unfortunately we didn’t align endeavors that resonate more closely with there members therefore they have decided not to renew there membership this year? Mike indicated  WE ARE ALL SPORTSMEN and he contacted their President to discuss their decision before we accept their Letter of Resignation. Unfortunately there President indicated there was nothing he could do!! At this time President Veloza asked for a motion to Remove them from the Active Membership Role. Motion was Made, Second and Passed Unanimously!!     

New Business: 

Letter Requested to be sent to the DFW 7 Person Board: A motion was made, second & passed to Submit a Request to the DFW 7 Person Board to request Chukar Partridge be added to the Pheasant and Quail that maybe released for the Special Winter hunt permit from January 1 to March 31.  

With Senator Moran not running for reelection, Representative Peak  just announced her retirement, Stiff Competition for Representative Xiarhos and Vieira this will be a very active and important election year we need to be involved and get the Sports-Persons Vote out for our Candidates!! (Just like what happen with Senator Durand in Worcester County it can be done and we need to be involved)

 For the Good of the Order:  April 7th Cranberry Country Longbeards NWTF Annual Banquet at The John Alden Sportsmen’s Club Plymouth MA. (Check Facebook for Details). April 20th Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club Sportsman’s Flea Market/Yard Sale 9AM-1PM ($2.00 Entrance Fee), April 20th Falmouth Rod & Gun Club, Youth Turkey Hunting Training, Register on State Web Site, April 21st Monument Beach Sportsman’s Club (MBSC), Women on Target 7:45AM - 5PM, Register on Club Web Site (50 Participates Max)!!     

Next meeting:  Next BCL meeting will be held on April 25th  at The Brewster Sportsman’s & Civic Club (280 Tubman Rd. Brewster, MA.)  Social hour at 6:30 PM, Dinner at 7:00 PM, and meeting to follow.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 10:15PM.

Mike Veloza         e-mail: mveloza@aol.com 

John Mawhinney   e-mail: john_mawhinney@comcast.net 




